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Stellingen
Behorende bij het proefschrift
Genetic and Environmental Determinants of Respiratory Health
Xiang Zeng
1. E-waste refers to end-of-life electronic products, and contains blends of metals
and plastics. Inappropriate recycling and disposal processes cause e-waste
release and accumulation in the environment (this thesis).
2. Accumulation of e-waste products, such as heavy metals, in the environment, is
harmful for humans, animals, and vegetation (this thesis).
3. Preschool children living in e-waste exposed areas have an increased risk to have
a low level of lung function (this thesis).
4. Respiratory symptoms can be caused by different environmental exposures or can
be a presentation of different underlying diseases with specific genetic or
environmental origins. This might explain the lack of finding plausible significant
associations between SNPs and respiratory symptoms (this thesis).
5. In subjects with occupational exposures several SNPs are associated with
respiratory symptoms. These SNPs are also associated with gene expression
levels which indicates their possible functional relevance (this thesis).
6. A higher risk of wheezing in subjects with a variant in the ROCK2 gene indicates
that the susceptibility to the effects of NO2 is (at least partially) genetically
determined (this thesis).
7. Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work (Aristotle).
8. Science is the process that takes us from confusion to understanding (Brian
Greence).
9. Education is what survives when what has been learned has been forgotten (B. F.
Skinner).
10. I hear and I forget, I see and I remember, I do and I understand (Xun Zi). 荀子日：
“不闻不若闻之，闻之不若见之，见之不若知之，知之不若行之。”
